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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF FRIDAY, MAY 5 WASHINGTON POST 
EDITORIAL, "THE GOP'S FOREIGN-POLICY CRITIQUE" 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE ASSAULT ON ADMINISTRATION FOREIGN POLICY BY THE 
SENATE'S 38 REPUBLICANS CANNOT BE IGNORED, COMING AS IT 
DOES FROM A BLOC THAT HAS THE POWER TO MAKE THE PRESIDENT 
PAY A CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL PRICE, AND PERHAPS EVEN A 
DIPLOMATIC PRICE, FOR HIS POLICIES. BUT THE MOST STRIKING 
FEATURE OF THE ASSAULT WAS THAT IT REFLECTS SO FAITHFULLY 
THE CRITICISM THAT MANY DEMOCRATS ALSO MAKE - PRIVATELY. 
INEXPERIENCED IF NOT INEPT IN LEADERSHIP, AMBIGUOUS 
TOWARD SOVIET POWER, ERRATIC IN NEGOTIATIONS. ROUGH ON 
ALLIES - THAT IS PRACTICALLY THE WASHINGTON CONSENSUS. 
BIPARTISANSHIP IS NOT DEAD; IT HAS MERELY SHIFTED FROM 
POLICY TO CRITICISM OF POLICY. THAT LINE OF CRITICISM. 
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MOREOVER, HAS AN INTERNATIONAL DIMENSION. FROM MOSCOW 
TO PEKING TO BONN TO TOKYO TO RIYADH TO TEL AVIV, ECHOES 
OF IT CAN BE HEARD. 

WE HAVE EXPRESSED SOME DISAPPOINTMENT IN THE ADMINISTRATION S 
PERFORMANCE OURSELVES OVER THE LAST 16 MONTHS, AND IN A 
GENERAL WAY WE ARE TEMPTED TO SIGN ON TO THE REPUBLICAN 
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CRITIQUE - EVEN THOUGH ITS HARD LINE MILITARY QUOTIENT 
IS A BIT EXCESSIVE. YET THE CRITIQUE IS SUPERFICIAL. 

IT DOES NOT ADEQUATELY EXPLAIN WHAT THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
PROBLEM IS. 

IN FACT, THERE ARE SEVERAL PROBLEMS. THE FIRST IS THAT THE 
PRESIDENT MUST ACT, WITH THE DIMINISHED AUTHORITY BEQUEATHED 
HIM BY HIS SEVERAL PREDECESSORS, IN A WORLD IN WHICH 
RELATIVE POWER HAS BEEN DIFFUSED TO THE POINT WHERE THE 
UNITED STATES CANNOT WORK ITS WILL AS ONCE IT DID. THAT 
IS NO LESS SO FOR THE FACT THAT DEMOCRATS TEND TO PASS 
OVER THE POINT WHEN REPUBLICANS ARE IN OFFICE, AND VICE 
VERSA. 

A SECOND DIFFICULTY IS THAT THERE IS NO ACCEPTED YARDSTICK 
OF PERFORMANCE. BY THIS STAGE IN THEIR PRESIDENCIES, 

JOHN KENNEDY HAD HAD HIMSELF A BERLIN CRISIS, LYNDON 
JOHNSON A DEEPENING INVOLVEMENT IN VIETNAM, RICHARD 
NIXON A WHITE HOUSE ENCIRCLED BY DEMONSTRATORS, AND 
GERALD FORD THE SCALP, SO TO SPEAK, OF THE MAYAGUEZ. NO 
COMPARATIVE GROUNDS THERE FOR THE INDICTMENT OF JIMMY 
CARTER. YET MANY PEOPLE HAVE IN MIND, WE SUSPECT, ONE 
PARTICULAR YARDSTICK, THE SENSE OF DESIGN, OF ARCHITECTURE, 

OF KNOWING WHAT HE WAS DOING, THAT HENRY KISSINGER CONVEYED 
WIDELY, EVEN TO DETRACTORS. MR. CARTER'S APPROACH OFTEN 
SEEMS RANDOM AND CASUAL. HIS LIEUTENANTS HAVE WON MORE 
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OR LESS RESPECT FOR THEIR PERSONAL QUALITIES, BUT 

NEITHER SINGLY NOR TOGETHER HAVE THEY COMPENSATED FOR HIS 

FAILURE TO APPEAR TO BE IN CHARGE. 

THAT IS TO SAY THAT THE ADMINISTRATION HAS A HARD TIME 
GETTING ITS POLICY JUDGED ON ITS MERITS. IT IS NOT JUST 
THAT ITS ’ IMAGE" IS PRETTY BAD. ITS STYLE, TOO, CLUTTERS 
THE PICTURE. THE EARLY FOOT-ON-THE-FLOOR EMPHASIS ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS WAS MISPLACED AND CONFUSING. THE ADMINISTRATION 
MANAGED THE CONSIDERABLE FEAT OF CONVINCING MANY, WHILE 
IT WAS WINNING ON THE PANAMA CANAL, THAT IT HAD 10 THUMBS. 

IT'S A GOOD BET TO WIN ON THE MIDEAST ARMS PACKAGE BUT IT 
WILL PAY A HEAVY TOLL; INDEED, THE BRUISES IT HAS INFLICTED 
AND RECEIVED OVER-ALL IN ITS MIDEAST STRIVINGS HAVE 
LOOMED LARGER THAN THE BOLDNESS AND RIGHT-MINDEDNESS OF 
ITS POLICY. IN AFRICA AND SALT, WHERE IT IS STILL IN 
MID-PASSAGE, ITS APPROACH HAS SEEMED ERRATIC OR UNSURE. 

WHAT THAT MEANS TO US IS THAT, THOUGH THE ADMINISTRATION 
HAS ITS PROBLEMS, CATASTROPHE IS NOT AROUND THE CORNER. 

THERE IS TIME AND ROOM FOR HAPPIER OR MORE GENERALLY 
ACCEPTED RESULTS. WITH PERSISTENCE AND RESTRAINT AND MORE 
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SKILLFUL ATTENTION TO THE POLITICAL CONTEXT, JIMMY CARTER 
STILL HAS A CHANCE TO MAKE A RECORD IN FOREIGN POLICY 
THAT WILL NOT ONLY SERVE THE NATION BUT ALSO MAKE THE 
REPUBLICANS LOOK ELSEWHERE FOR A BASIS ON WHICH TO REPLACE 
HIM WITH ONE OF THEIR OWN. 

END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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